
  

  

  

  

  

 

NEWS ALERT: New USCIS Rules for 14-Year-Olds Explained 
 
    

The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has issued updated 

guidance requiring nonimmigrants in the U.S. who turn 14 years old to 

complete a new registration process. If your child or dependent is a 

nonimmigrant who turns 14 while in the U.S., they must re-register with 

USCIS within 30 days of their birthday. This applies even if they were 

registered upon arrival. The new rule impacts many visa categories, 

including F-2, J-2, and H-4 dependents, as well as young students on F-

1 and J-1 visas. 

  

Do You Need to Re-Register? Find out Here! 

  

Most nonimmigrants who entered the U.S. at age 14 or older are already 

registered with USCIS. This includes individuals holding F-1, J-1, H-1B, O-

1 visas and their dependents, especially those issued a Form I-94 upon 

entry. In those cases, no additional action is needed. 

  

However, if someone turns 14 while already in the U.S., they are required 

to re-register.  

 

This specifically applies to: 

 

  

• F-2, J-2, and H-4 dependents 

• F-1 and J-1 visa holders who entered the U.S. under the age of 14 

 

  

 

 



Consequences of Failing to Re-Register 

  

It is important to follow the new re-registration requirements, as failing to 

do so can result in serious consequences. USCIS imposes penalties for willful 

failure to apply for registration, which may include a fine of up to $5,000 

or imprisonment for up to 6 months, or both. Additionally, all noncitizens 

18 and older must carry proof of registration, such as an I-94 printout, an 

Employment Authorization Document (EAD), or a green card, to avoid any 

violations. 

  

How to Complete the Re-Registration Process 
  

1. Create a USCIS Online Account 

To begin the re-registration process, you need to create a USCIS 

online account. If you are a parent or guardian of a child who 

needs to register, you will need to create an account in the child's 

name. You can do so by visiting this link: Create USCIS Account. 

  

2. Submit Form G-325R 

After creating your account, complete and submit Form G-325R 

(Biographic Information) electronically through the USCIS online 

account. Form G-325R cannot be submitted by mail or in person. 

You can access the form here: Form G-325R. 

  

3. USCIS Review 

After submitting the form, USCIS will review the provided 

information and any existing records. If you have already been 

registered, they will notify you and no further action will be 

needed. If you need to register, USCIS may schedule a biometrics 

appointment. 

  

4. Biometrics Appointment 

If required, USCIS will schedule a biometrics appointment at an 

Application Support Center (ASC). Biometrics, such as fingerprints, 

are part of the registration process. More details about what to 

expect at your biometrics appointment can be found 

https://4jo81.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeFuBnDOee8LV75QNCuaA/Y3BBTKy3MRjK
https://4jo81.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeG13FMDbpIUzCuj7BDAQ/_-q0XGuXl8n_


here: Preparing for Your Biometrics Appointment. 

  

5. Receive Registration Documentation 

Once registered, and if biometrics are required, you will receive 

documentation proving your registration through your USCIS online 

account. You can download and print the notice of registration. 

  

Why This is Important 
  

If your child is turning 14 while living in the U.S. under a nonimmigrant 

visa, it is crucial to follow this new process. Timely re-registration helps 

maintain lawful immigration status, avoid penalties, and ensure eligibility 

for future immigration benefits like visa extensions, status adjustments, 

or green card applications. 
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