
 

 
MALAYSIA IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
28 Dec 2021 
 
What’s New? 
Mandatory to obtain Visa with Reference (VDR) – single entry visa 

• Effective immediately, applicants of any approved Long Term Malaysian Pass who require a Visa to enter 
Malaysia must obtain the VDR at the Malaysian Embassy/High Commission at the country of residence 
before arrival (Long Term Pass includes Employment Pass (EP), Professional Visit Pass (PVP), Dependant Pass 
(DP), Resident Pass-Talent (RPT), Long-Term Social Visit Pass (LTSVP) etc). 

  
• The VDR must be applied for using the Approval Letter (among other documents) and it (the VDR) will allow 

for the endorsement of the respective Long Term Pass when in Malaysia. 
  

• The VDR can be applied via – 
a. Direct application at the Malaysian Embassy/Malaysian High Commission in residing country or via 

appointment agents of the Embassy/High Comm (depending on which Country) 
b. Online eVISA at Official Malaysia Visa (imi.gov.my) from any country except Malaysian, Singapore, 

Israel and North Korea. 
  

• The Journey Performed (JP) option will no longer be allowed (where certain nationalities could enter 
Malaysia without the VDR and apply for the JP in lieu before endorsing the Long Term Pass). 

  
• Any Long Term Pass Approval Letters that have been issued without a Visa Collection Centre indicated 

therein i.e. the name/location of the Malaysian Embassy/High Commission in residing country, must now 
apply to amend the Approval Letter to reflect as such. 

  
• Failure to obtain the VDR before entry will result in the applicant being denied entry / “Not to Land” (NTL) 

and will be deported. 
  
The Corporate Lab’s comments  

• The VDR process has always been in place for nationals who require visas to enter Malaysia eg, India, China, 
Pakistan etc. and the JP was never an option for these nationals. 

• For other nationalities like USA, EU countries, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia etc, there was the option to 
apply for the JP in Malaysia. 

• With the JP option now being abolished, the majority of applicants will now have to apply for the VDR 
before entering Malaysia to get their Long Term Pass endorsed. 

• The process in getting the VDR can be anywhere between 3 – 7 working days and should be factored into 
the overall processing time. 

• Certain Commonwealth nationalities like Singapore, UK, Australia, Ireland will be exempt from the VDR. 
  
 
For further enquiries, feel free to reach out to your friendly neighborhood partner, The Corporate Lab at 
askus@the-corporate-lab.com or call +6012-215 7424. 
 
 
 
 
The information above is expressed solely on the knowledge and experience of The Corporate Lab Sdn Bhd and also any publicly available information. It 
does not in any way represent that of the Malaysia Immigration Department or any related Authority. 


